?, 


oo we meh 


azo Bu 


aiuDyp 2imds 


*kdo> aad 309 shed AOpudA ANA 
*s4OpUdA pospeg wow Ajuo Ang osedid 


ibe pocmindatnincs |, Ad a10§g 


1°ON S*IOA 8661 AUWANVIE 


anss! 12XeuU ay? UJ penuRnUOD 


‘JI pray | Udy], ‘peaye 
pare}s PUL SYOUIS aU} 1] | 
‘Aep }X9U 9} 
JO} JUIO! 3} JARS P[NOM J *pes}sul 
d}]a1eBID B SYOUIS 0} poplep 
| YOJLU & PUNO ] Us “JYSNoy} 
| ,"SSPIB UPYOUIS BAO] | “UU 
yea, ‘JUIO! & SBM PI Poztyeal | 3}}01 
-031D dU} payse} | US “Y}eul 
e 10} JayD0d AW UI yDeq payreas 
UdU} pure jee} AU U9aM}9q 
11 3nd pue yno suo payjnd | ‘saya 
-€31) paljol pUeY INOJ pey | 294M 
jayood Aur ut pure Aur ynd | 
‘I]2 Wd, uaas NOA “WeIpUy aUO Uses 
NOK ‘dul $JBYL 800g AOGmod jo 
iied pjo ue Ul yyeM | OD Wituep 
(UI SI OS PUL pape} aie sual 
(W ‘yorq Aur Uo yoed e Armed 
| :peay Aut 0} pay euepurRg pal 
& U}LM JYBIU JEU PIP | 2Yf] ao] 
BULY jI Jo] | SAWEWOS pure spresq 
UT }I 12M | SAUMMAWIOS “rey yeIq 
30] \08 | ‘yt Jo pnod pue uerpuy 
poojq [Ny e Wy Jopunyy, Auuyof 
yeu A “UO poyyeM snl J 
‘JYBIU ay} Jo aouaTls 
ylep ayy preay ATuo | Ulesy 
| USPM I MAUY | SUC] a10Jaq ING 
[Pad SRM JL Jl MOLY },UpIp | WWeul 
aard UO SUIBUTS Sart) ayT] SPM I] 
‘Suryjauios preay | 1y8noyy 7 AM 
( YRP YY) UO ssa[pUs Petilees 
\] ‘aun Ruoy & 10; poyyeM J 
“aouep 3,Ue) 
|, Ty8noy pey | ,famse AR, 
oe payieys | ‘aouaris jnjooved 
ynq 8urTyjou Ieay Pjnod | 
‘AeMe 
IP} OS uEYSIp Os sem BuTYyAIEAy 
‘PapUa I aJaYM dasq,Uppnod pue 
JULI JO JUOI UT payxoo] | *UeSaq 
ARM-[U] dU} dIYM 99S },UP[NOd | 
‘dU puTyaq UOZOY au} SUTUULDs 
AeM-TY aU} UO aot} POO}s | 
‘9U08 SPM }I Udy} 
‘Ujealq e ayq] ‘eUO WsIs 
e ‘azaarq & yey | AeM-1y 
dU} dn yy] SUIBAq JOATIS S,}] 


J > 


‘AYS ay} Ul afOY & YI] PayxOoo] Jey} 
UOOW puNol }Y431q 9y} psdnou 
| ‘aw Jo JUOY Ur SuTyUTQ pue sul 
-UeP $1P}S 3Y} YIM ssauyrep [TS 
Ul dUT Yo] JeY} Pur JO payxoty au 
puryad UoHR}s se8 ay} Woy syst] 
ay} ‘Aem-Iy au} 0} 308 | USYM 
‘yystu AjoUO] ay} OFT Jno 
yorq pepeay pure pauiin} | ‘Piom 
e Sutces jnoyyM Aeme pauiny pue 
} paqqess ysn{ 1auUMo at *s}Ua0 
dA AXIS sem aay, ‘asueyd 
Ava Jo ye Jo syayood Aw panda 
| pue uew ey} Aed 03 dn yuem | 
‘aoeyd ay} dn 
SuuRep peyeys ay se Ajjenjuaae 
ples JUMO dU} , PW} SUISOID, 


‘yeu 
dyq] 38S | BuO] Moy ains OU UW] 
jY8IU ay} OJUI JNO BuUT{OO] pue 

daqjoo Aur Supp pounsal | 
‘PoAdlol 

Payxoo| a} ‘pres | ,‘Aem 301, 
‘quiny 

sty Wt payutod ay , ‘fem yeu], 
‘dno Aw dn 8urpjoy wy 

payse | ,{uI0s nod Aem YIM, 

‘QUI paooU ay JoysIsel 

ysed ay} paydeoidde ay Us 

“papaeu ay JeYM payaTjoo pue 

spoo8 A139018 ay} J8AO popeay] 

2H ‘aJed aly oyu Joop peuedo 

du} YBnosy) poyyem pue yno 403 

ueul Ajapja uy “yw oyuT se8 duund 

0} ue8aq aoejd auy Jo 1UMO 

dU} pure aay} INO UkA e U9deq 

pey 3] Ysru yey oy} YPM QUOYs 

JEU] MOPUIM aged 31g aU} JO yNo 
39S P[NOD | Jes | A9YM WIOL] 

‘apisyno 

papeay pue uMop 30d aajjoo ay} 

ynd ay ‘Oop ay} PreMo} payyem 
pue pres ay ot} JeUM, 

“Jayjoo 

auios parfids pue paduin! Jaumo 

JUL, ‘apy & pazeppnds pure Bueq 

pnoye uyiM poate pur ul 1 Dating 


~ NOLLDI4 


SUTYJOUIOS JO IBD v aPISINO 


‘dno Aydura yey Au 
0}UT 3ajjoo ay} penod pure 1aA0 
JUD dp] “WY PIO} | ,‘OINS, 
‘ou 
Payse ay ,{daJJOo SOU ULM, 
‘Paes JOOP ay] 
, UIeG & UT UIOG aq ISNI|, JOO} 
sTy UJIM JOOP ey} Sun NYS pue 
puvy SItj Ul dayjoo Jo 30d e 3ur 
-P]OU ples IaUMO ay} ,”“eJOUOS, 
‘yno 
Aem sty uo Uado JOOP 34} Yay pue 
sajaie81o Jo yoed e }yBnog pur Ul 
awe) Jauey y ‘peueddey yonu 
JOU ‘ajed dy} Ul yes | NOY ey 
‘yYUZnoyQ pey | PUT $jJeU], ‘Peol 
3} UO URW UO] ¥ ‘UMO} 0} UMO} 
Woy 8uTeaey} Noge Bursuts 
SPM df ‘JaUIOD ay} UI XOgayn! ay} 
woy sSurauaf UojARM 0} 3uTUa} 
-St| pure aayjoo Aw Sursmu ‘own 
Suoye 1OJ aTaUy} Jes | ‘2aJJO9 jo dnd 
2 J08 pUue azed dU} OF! PayyeM | 
“$sauysep dU} OJUT Jeaddesip 
Ted aj} paydyem pure poo}s pey 
] pure aye] Azan sem 3] ‘satterd ay} 
UO INO aJayMou Jo d[PprU 9} UI 
UONR}S seB-ajJed ][eUIS B Je JJO JU 
paddoup pey 308 | api ysey ay 
‘IOUIUINS-PIW SeM } 
y8noy} wad Ie ay} UF {fTYD B sem 
aray], “syayood Aum ul spuey Aw 
YIM Suryyem ysnt Aem-TY at} UO 
sem | ‘Aem Atm Su0je poyyem | se 
d10Jaq JYUSTU dy} paloquisutal | 


Ady 


dUIYM P[NOM Yon] & JO Ied ev Udy 
pue mou Areaq “days Jou prp 
Aem-Iy ayy ATU ‘aur yyLM ydoys 
SSe13 JO Bas ay} PUL Saysng ay} 
‘DUIM dU] ABM-TY ay} WOY out 
Surjde}0I1d sayUeI I19y} YIM se 
-ysnq awios Japun daays ssaptueorp 
b pey | atojeq JYsIu ay, 
‘Ays angq 
ssajpnoy) ay} paquiyj? puv Ajisva puv 
AjMOJS WAS poy Uns 
) ayy sauauns Jo ajppiu 
ay} ut dvp v som I 


/ 


. | 


wr 


dia Ice 


Publishers: 

Bissell Centre, Edmonton 
Edmonton City Centre Church 
Corporation, Edmonton 


Managing Editor and Design: 

Keith Wiley 

Poetry editor: Michael Waters. > 
Proofreader: Gail G 

SSeS as . 

m 'V52/-%6 Street * Eoin ° 
TSH 2H6 

Phone: 428-4001 Fax: 429-7908 


Paper Distribution Calgary > 
Rick Whittaker 


EMAIL: 
sparechg@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


OUR VOICE is published to pro- 
vide an income opportunity for 
economically marginalized people 
in our society while communicat- 
ing about their issues to the pub- 
lic. 
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tion. Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, unless 
otherwise indicated. OUR VOICE wel- 
comes written submissions, particularly 
those on IBM or Mac compatible com- 
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artwork. OUR VOICE cannot accept 
responsibility for any submission. No 
part of this newspaper may be repro- 
duced in any form without written 
permission from OUR VOICE. 

& Opinions expressed in this newspaper 
are not necessarily those of OUR 
VOICE, the editors or publishers. 


EMAIL: sparechg@freenet.edmon- 
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2 SONG 


— the real stories of their lives... poets and poetry 


a 


Bank donations 


food through a food bank bin. 


4 An OF oct va 


from Edmonton's inner city come together in the The 
Songs of the Street poetry night. The 3rd Annual 
Songs of the Street night will be coming up later in 
February, and again it will feature winning poets in a 
number of categories, along with some music, coffee 
and a warm community evening in the middle of win- 
ter. 


PRIZES PRIZES PRIZES for winning poetry in a num- 


ber of categories. Submit your entries to Our Voice at 
Bissell Centre 10527 - 96 St. 


For more information call Our Voice at 428-4001. 


Tell your story, tell the truth, and win an IBM computer and printer to continue with 
. your writing. Our Voice is looking for true stories of personal experiences. They 


Residents of four apartment buildings joined 
together for a special Christmas “spiri 
ing” initiative recently. Building managers 
Marv and Barb Dakus came up with a plan to 
award 16 free turkeys in a draw for tenants 
who contributed food through a food bank 
bin in the apartments. The buildings 
Henry Rempel supported the idea, and the 
Marv Dakus, left and Henry Rempel, 


right, present on e of the free turkeys in 
a draw for tenants who contributed 


, ry 


Apartments give turkeys as prizes for Food 


Food Bank Drive went ahead. 

Many of the buildings’ residents donated 
food items and were eli gib le for the turkey 
draw. “Giving stuff to the Food Bank helps 
people and it feels good to give people things 
knowing that it’s going to a worthy cause,” said 
Beatrice Toews, one of the winners of a turkey. 


Story and photo by John Zapantis 


Appeal denied for woman 
who took welfare to court 


Theresa McBryan is the woman who won the right 
- a new appeal when _ took the —_— of 


A 


s ] 
Ices 


was held in 1 September. She was again denied bene- 
fits, this time for "non-compliance". 

McBryan is still homeless. She is surviving by liv- 
ing with family members, or with friends, and selling 
her pottery and other art. 


could be experiences of hard times, of sad times, or happy stories of overcoming diffi- 
culties or obstacles. The stories must be true, about your real life experiences. The 
story should be between two to four pages, 700 to 1000 words. 


~Only new writers who have never been published before in Our Voice will be eligi- 
- ble for this contest. The winning story will be published as a special feature in the 


March ‘98 issue of Our Voice. 


Decisions of the Our Voice judges will be final: Deadline for Entries is February 15, 1998. 
All submissions become the property of Our Voice. Be sure to keep your own copy of your story and send it to Our 


Voice at 10527-96 Street, Edmonton, TSH 2H6, Fax it to: 403-429-7908, or email it to us at sparechg@freenet.edmon- 
ton.ab.ca. The prize is a donated IBM PSI, colour monitor,with 24 pin dot matrix printer. 


IRBUINCMBINE 


sys 


Working for your welfare 


People have been trying the Alberta ACE program, and... 


BY LINDA DUMONT 


orkfare in Alberta is not compulsory, yet 
thousands of Albertans are voluntarily 
choosing to work for welfare. 

Workfare is run by the Alberta government through 
\lberta Community Employment (ACE) grants. Non- 
profit organizations are given money to hire a person 
who is on social assistance for six months. After six 
months, the person is eligible to collect Employment 
Insurance Benefits (EI) if they have been unable to 
find a job. 

Brian Bechtel from the Edmonton Social Planning 
Council, has some concerns about the ACE program. 
"It's workfare in all but name. At least it's treated as 
employment, but in spirit it is workfare." 

Bechtel added that like so many of our welfare 
reforms, it looks positive on the surface, but there is a 
downside. When it goes wrong, and the job doesn't 
work out, there can be serious consequences. There is 
a risk of being cut off assistance for non-compliance. 


"If someone is offered an ACE grant and they turn 
it down, they're cut off." 

[he ACE program has been running for several 
years now. Different participants in the process have 
very different opinions of it. Deanna Shorten worked 
under an ACE grant from Sept. '94 to Feb. "95. 

"The whole process stinks," says Shorten. "The ACE 
grants and the Employment Skills Program. are both 
utilized by non-profits. They don't have the funding 
to continue the employment. They tend to look at 
ACE as workfare. Most of the time there aren't specific 
skills learned. It might be a stepping stone, but that's 
all." 

Shorten went from working with ACE to EI, topped 
up by welfare, back onto welfare, and is now working 


with Poverty in Action. 

'I got the job because of my outspokenness," 
Shorten said, "Not because any of the programs 
Lit ipe ame 

[rene Apon, Supervisor at Neighbourlink, has a dif- 
ferent view. She says "I think it's a very good program. 
It was good having someone in the office full time. 
We don't have funds to pay anyone 

Apon added that when she hired an ACE employee 
she paid the full amount of the grant, $6 per hour, in 
wages. This left Neighbourlink having to pay for 
Canada Pension Plan, holiday pay, and Workers 
Compensation. It left the organization in debt. She is 
planning on getting another ACE worker, but next 
time she will pay $5.50 per hour and keep the balance 
for the employment expenses. 

Norma Harms worked at Neigbourlink from Feb. to 
Aug. '97. 

"It gave me some experience and made me feel | 
was worth something for six months," said Harms. "It 
gave me the courage to go back to school." 


Harms is now taking Voluntary Sector Management 
at Grant MacEwan College. 

For Harms leaving Neighbourlink was very depress- 
ing. "It's the worst feeling in the world when you lose 
your job. You work for six months, then they tell you 
to go fly a kite. It's not long enough. ACE positions 
should last at least one year." 


Floor Supervisor 


Herb White is it Mustard Seed 
Street Church. The Mustard Seed has only one ACE 
employee, but is planning on taking on more once 
they complete restructuring. 

"We're all hurting," White said. "The government 
opens up the opportunity for us. We take someone 
off the welfare system. We build some routine into 
their lives and give them something to put on a 


Rick Caparelli is now an employee at The Mustard 
Seed Church. He started working with them in '95 on 
an ACE grant. PHOTO JOHN ZAPANTIS 


resume. It's a rich opportunity to help people to get 
back into the workforce. 

"The agency has to help. It's not just there to-give 
Six months work. We encourage them to look for 
work." 

ACE employees at The Mustard Seed are allowed 
four hours a week paid time to seek employment. This 
is time to have a resume made, to go on job searches, 
and to job interviews 

Rick Capaselli, an employee at Lhe Mustard seed, 
started working with them in '95 on an ACE grant. His 
employment was continued under a Human 
Resources Development grant available to hire persons 
on EI. He then became a permanent staff member. 


"At the time when I got hired there were 11 of us 
ACE workers. The rest were all downstairs in the food 
continued on next page 


Each One of Usa new book from John Howard Society literacy program 


1! rite some more? Sure if I can 
get more out of me." Kevin 
Ulm jokes about being a pub- 
lished writer for the first time. But he's 
pleased to have his writing in print in a new 
book published by a special program of the 
Edmonton John Howard Society. 
The book is called Each One of Us, and 
comes out of the Society's Plus Literacy 
Program. 


"We were awestruck with some of the stuff 


that was coming in," says Moira Hooton who ject is supported Us 
is the Plus Literacy project coordinator. "The _ by the National h One of U 
most natural medium of expression seems to Literacy fae aap 
be poetry," she says. But there is a good deal Secretariat. The aC oleeart Work 
of art, including some captivating nature printing depart- —_— 
drawings and there are some longer storiesin ment of the 
the book as well. Interprovincial Pipe 

The John Howard Society's ‘Plus’ Program _—_ Line company 
is a volunteer tutor-based approach to basic donated the printing 


reading, writing and math. The Society 
works mainly with people "who have been in 
conflict with the law," but anyone interested 


can participate, says Hooton. There are dif- 7590. 


ferent levels of literacy, but Hooton says, the 
quality of the writing in the book is all very 
high. Every submission was published, and 
they were all printed just as they were sub- 
mitted. 

With nearly 100 pieces in the book, 
themes and content vary a lot, but spirituali- 
ty is the most common, says Hooton. 


Several local agencies cooperated in 
preparing Each One of Us. 
The ‘Plus’ pro- 


for the book. For 
more information call 
Moira Hooton at 428- 


Orca by George Loyie 


Ld : 
" Talking 
s Back 


Our Voice as a 
Christmas gift 


Occasionally, I've bought and read 
copies of the various street newspapers 
being distributed in downtown Calgary. 
I, myself, have had financial difficulties 
in the past, but I have no problems 
with income now, due to my skill as a 
computer programmer. 


[ am upset at the amazing ignorance 
and cruelty most people show towards 
people with low or zero financial 
incomes. I recognize that the only 
things that make me ‘well off" accord- 
ing to their standards are a) my 
upbringing, and b) affluent people pay 
me a lot of money for my programming 
skills. 

I have been particularly touched by 


Our Voice, because it provides a much- 


‘Loo Hot? Be kool 
Mayfield 
Radiator Repair 


All Aspects of Radiator Repair 
Big or Small, Give Us a Call 
Rick Koch 


16633 - 114 Ave. Edmonton 


54-5867 


Will Belinda ever forget 
Zachariah? Who is the 
father of Elan'’s child? 
Lunna finally admitted that 
“| did it!’. But will the truth 
set her free? 


Tired of watching the soaps all day 
long? Is your control of the remote 
control enough for you? 

Or would you rather spend your 
time programming your own future? 


For information on education, training 
and services which will prepare you for 
the challenges of work as well as 
enhancing your personal growth call: 


o 427-AVC-E. 


alberta 
vocational 
college 


ed 


Brad M. Cranshaw 


TELL US WHAT YOU THINK, TALKING Back! 


| needed perspective on current events. | 


appreciate your insightful articles, and 
the fact that your newspaper keeps a 
careful balance between human interest 
stories, entertainment, and outrageous 
descriptions of social injustice in 
Alberta. 

I resent the fact that the strongest 
voices in mainstream media implicitly 
support a consumer society, and blame 
people who are not affluent. At the 
same time, they focus on social justice 
issues that we, personally, can do 
almost nothing about (such as the 
homeless in Bosnia, the Rwandan mas- 
sacres, or the megalomaniac-of-the- 


| month). These voices encourage us to 


distance ourselves from the problems 
around us... to feel that the problem of 


| poverty in Alberta is much less impor- 
| tant than anything else that goes on in 
| the world. 


Add in sports and weather coverage 
to the daily news, and pretty soon peo- 
ple can't figure out whether or not the 
suffering of tens of thousands’of people 


| is more important than the score of 
| tonight's football game. 


Compassion and a focus on the 
problems around us is what Albertans 
desperately need. How can we go out 
and help the rest of the world, when 
our own people are suffering?!! 

Recently, I have spent a lot of time 
thinking about what Christmas gifts I 
am going to buy for my friends and rel- 
atives. As my wife so eloquently point- 
ed out to me this year, it is awful how 
people with money frequently spend it 
on gifts that their friends could just as 
well do without. 


Christmas is not always so much 
about giving and redistributing the 
wealth to those who need it. It seems 
to have become a celebration of 
exchanging frivolous toys with people 
of our own socio-economic standing, 
leaving the impoverished stranger out 
in the cold. 

I want my friends to understand why 


I support Our Voice, to read the paper, 
to be entertained by your insightful 


Managing Partner 


EQUINOX 


FINANCIAL GROUP 


Exchange Tower Suite 1805 
BusL (403) 426-3404 


Call and leave your comment: 1-888-428-4001 Toll Free 


columns, and to broaden their minds 
| with Alberta's social problems. I want 
| this for them, rather than opening the 
| Sun or the Herald, and forgetting the 
| people around them while they read 
| the sports scores or the stock market 
| column. 


Gordon Matzigkeit 
Calgary 


| Musicians 
‘lot to allo 


While we enter the so-called “giving 

| season” and the big retailers’ dream of 
better-than-last-year sales, it’s very spe- 
cial and spiritually rewarding to notice 
that among the ‘seasonal gifts” avail- 
able, one can find meaningful acts of 
love -some might say rebellion - that 

| invite those who care to listen and 
notice, to think a bit more carefully 

| about how we conduct our passage 

through this planet. 


iving a 
us 


I’m especially referring to the con- 
science rising communal gatherings of 
| the past few weeks in support of various 
| worthy causes, such as the Huron Carol 
| (Food Bank) to the Instruments for 
. Change (street kids in Nicaragua) to 
‘stop the Cheviot Mine Rally taking 


] ' 
lature 


| place December 11 at the Legis 
All these events have had one thing 

| in comon: music, progressive and pow- 
erful local music, that accompanies and 
speaks to these issues and the peole 
who work on them year round. 

I have had the privilege of knowing 
some of the performers involved in 
these happenings. Their generosity, 
their capacity to love others and to give 
is known to many Edmontonians. I also 
| know that they do not expect to be 
| paraded or nominated to some big 
human rights or environmental award. 


| They speak-sing truth with honour 

| and integrity. Recognize that injustices 
whether here or abroad, in the streets of 
Managua, or downtown Edmonton, 
must be addressed and dealt with by 
our societies now. 


Which brings me to the point of this 


note. It’s rare that our local troubadours 
get the thanks they deserve for often 
underpaid and many times unpaid 
work. We take this opportunity to salute 
with pride, people such as Dale 
Ladouceur, Bill Bourne, Painting 
Daisies, Raymihuara, Lester Quitzau, 
Mavens, Terry Morrison, Mike 
MacDonald, to name just a few. 

Their songs and courage to say what 
needs and must be said will keep us 
strong! 


In peace and justice 
Leo Campos A. for Sticks and Stones 


People living in 
poverty 


[here are a lot of people that are 
poor in this city, and we have to take 
good care of them and our kids. The 
kids come first in all our lives, because 
they are the ones that starve in this 
world that we live in. Mothers go out to 
work.but don't get paid too much 
money. | think that there should be a a 
lot of jobs for the men*outethere:so they 
can support their wives and kids so they 
won't go hungry. | found out that when 
the wife gets her family allowance, the 
kids do not get (00 much money to 


spend for themselves 
| 


In 1993 one third of Alberta children 
living in absolute poverty were living in 
Edmonton. By 1995, that figure had 
grown to S57 percent. I think the gov- 
ernment should think about the fami- 
ly's a little more in Canada and around 
the world. 


Back in the '30s and '40s we did not 
have too much money to spend 
because we were poor people at that 
time. In the '60s we all could live and 
buy a lot of things that we needed. In 
1997 it does not look too good for the 
people that are living in places that are 
bad and need to be fixed up for them. I 
was wondering what it would be like in 
1998, next year. 

If somebody wins a lot of money 
they should give it to the poor people, 
and not to themselves. 


Working for your Welfare continued 


bank. I was the only one upstairs." said Caparelli. He 
is the only one still working at The Mustard Seed. 


For Tom Hind, ACE went sour. He worked under 


an ACE grant with Our Voice in '96, then went onto 
EI, then back onto Supports for Independence. 

"It's nothing but a third class piece of welfare," 
Hind said of his experience."The bottom line is that 


10250 - 101 Street 
Fax: (403) 425-5750 


the program kept me at a poverty level of existence. 
What's the good in this, pray tell?" 

Back on welfare, he is receiving more than he did 
with EI. Even though he has multiple health prob- 
lems, he is now considered employable because of 
his six month term position under the ACE grant. 


Statistics are not yet available for last year, but in 
1995-96 3257 ACE placements were made. 


On the backs 
of the people 


t's another New Year. Now we're only two years away from the turn of the centu- 

ty. The new millennium. The world has grown into quite an extraordinary 

place. Technology, the computer age, the space age. We've made it to Mars. 

Wow, have we accomplished a lot. Now is the time to look ahead, to build on 

what we've already made: the science, the medicine, the machines, the dreams 
of endless possibilities. Are my children going to attend college on Jupiter and live 
until they're two hundred years old? Is it possible? The world is advancing at light 
speed or so we think. 


Back to the present and the recent past. Let's take'a moment to remember the fall- 
en soldiers in the war of trying to race the future. 


A study released by the Edmonton Social Planning Council in early December 
revealed that the city of Edmonton is now the child poverty capital of Canada. Let's 
look into it a bit. Apparently 8.1 percent of families with children live in absolute 
poverty. Absolute poverty is defined as one half of the low income cut off (LICO) 
standards set by Statistics Canada. One half of the LICO is approximately $15,700 a 
year for a family of four. Since 1993, the percentage of families with children living 
with so little income has gone from 3.3 percent to 8.1 percent. There are about 
15,124 more children living in poverty than there were in 1993. 

These are chi dren who plainly live without enough money to have adequate 

—eausing; clothing and food: They are without stability and comfort in their young 
lives. They are in no position to take full advantage of their educational opportuni- 
ties. They are badly set back in the opportunity to live healthy productive lives. 


Let's look a little deeper. It was 1993 when the current government put the people 
of Alberta on the chopping block. Since then things have become worse. Sure there is 
all of this talk about paying down the debt and economic surplus forthe 
benefit of Albertans, but has any of this really affected us. Have we been exposed to 
the perks of this so called surplus. The only thing most of us have been exposed to is 
suffering and unnecessary sacrifice. The debt was paid down on the backs of the peo- 
ple, of poor people, of middle class people, but certainly not of rich people. An exam- 
ple of this is the government's willingness to forgive a one hundred and thirty mil- 
lion dollar debt to Japanese multinationals who own 80 percent of Alberta-Pacific 
Joint Venture. (ALPAC). Premier Klein even went as far as blaming this situation on 
the previous Tory Government, a government in which he was a senior minister. 


With this in mind, it seems horribly wrong 
that services in Alberta were cut to the bone. A 
lack of social services programs forces people to 
work for minimum wage, full time, with no ben-- 
efits. Alberta has the lowest minimum wage in 
the country. Many people are left to live in 
poverty. 

Ultimately these things become a strain on 
the health-care system because people simply are 
unable to care for themselves physically. They 
just don't have the means. Yet with all of these 
people forced to work long and hard for low pay, 
things are still being produced and profits are 
obviously large for the people who control the 
money. The gap between rich and poor has 
never been as large as it is now. 


1 GOT IT! 
1 GOT IT! 


CATCH IT 
YOU FOOLS! 


| DON'T SEE WHY 
| HAVE TO 
PLAY THIS GAME! 


Social agencies in the city of Edmonton have 
greater demands being put on them than they've 
ever had. More and more people are in need and 
are having difficulty getting by. People are bro- 
ken and impoverished. The most unfortunate 
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part of it all is that the children are the ones with 7 
the least amount of control. They are the ones t ; 
who go to bed at night without food in their bel- < 


lies, and fall asleep without happiness in their 
dreams. 


Michael Walters 


Earth's Environmental All-Stars in action... 


CATCH WHAT? 
YOU GUYS ARE 
PUTTING ME ON... 


The greenhouse problem 


s humanity incapable of dealing with a problem as huge as greenhouse 
| gases? The compromise solution worked out in Kyoto isn't enough. We 

have a global consensus on the greenhouse gas question. We do have a 
serious problem with possibly devastating consequences. But gathering 
world leaders together hasn't brought a solution. 


Some people are planning, however. The City of Toronto has set a target of 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions by 20 percent by 2005. And the City is on 
track to succeed at doing it, not with harsh measures, penalties, or even sacri- 
fices. Through a whole range of well-known energy conservation measures, 
the City is gradually cutting back. There is for example, a multi-million dol- 
lar capital fund to finance retrofitting large buildings for greater energy effi- 
ciency. The fund is repaid from the savings on utilties. In just a few years the 


investment is paid off..... and the CO2 emissions cut. In To i ; i 
done. ae Soe See a OO alk Sela — a 


In fossil-tueled Alberta things are a bit tougher. 


Al is working on the north side of the Keephills power plant these days. It's 4 
the big plant that hums all day, all night, on the west end of Wabamun Lake. 
Al says it's a huge edifice that blocks out the sun in the dark winter months, 
when the sun is south in the sky, and he's working on the north side. And, 
Hesays, the plume of exhaust above it grows to a dusty brown cloud when 


|| the wind moves slowly. No wonder so many people just east of there 


Edmonton, have asthma, Al says. 


The plant makes electricity by burning coal from the huge open pit mines, 
you know the ones with the giant draggers, north of Highway 16. It burns 
tons and tons and tons of coal. It goes up the chimneys into the big brown 
cloud, and higher. 


Way north in Fort McMurray, Bruce says that what we really should see are 
the huge tailing ponds of tar sand-water slurry alongside the Athabasca River. 
He says they are the largest effluent ponds in the 
world. Apparently they can't clean up all that 
slurry, so they are storing it. There's huge dikes 
of earth separating the ponds of oil and sand 
mixed water from the Athabasca. It's just a few 
miles south of the miles of channels as the river 
empties into the world's largest fresh water estu- 
ary on Lake Athabasca. 


Tar sands technology is apparently making great 
progress. It better be, for only a few years ago, it 
took a barrel of oil's worth of energy to create a 
barrel of synthetic oil. They are still burning 
huge amounts in the extraction process, this oil 
isn't cheap in greenhouse gas terms. And they 
are looking at major increases in tar sands pro- 
duction, with even more projects on the drawing 
boards then currently exist. All that can't go 
ahead if we are to reduce greenhouse gases. 


Alberta can fight to protect its fossil fuel indus- 
tries, the jobs, the money that flows. Alberta can 
fight carbon dioxide emission reduction targets. 
It's strong voices like those that end up giving us 
compromises like Kyoto. 


But let's all look up at the big blue skies. Do we 
really want to fight, and for what? 
Keith Wiley 


The energy industry's pipe fitting and flange experts 
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| / NORWOOD LEGION MANOR 


| Providers of Senior Citizens’ Housing 
: Norwood Legion Manor 
| Bethel Senior Citizens 
Calder Place 
| —— Norwood Golden 
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: St. Elias Pysanka Manor 
Mary A. Finlay Manor 
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For more information call 
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Tel: (403) 455-4883 Tel: (403) 448-7445 
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Fax: 248-2188 Fax: 435-8425 

221 =18 St: S:E., 4810-93 Street, 
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n the subject of her own merits, 
June Callwood - the legendary 
Canadian journalist - is direly misin- 
formed. Despite her many honours 
and all the evidence to the contrary, 


she denies being a great writer. 


She says she slipped into journalism in 1941 - a mere 16 years old - because 
the men whom the papers would normally have recruited were busy fighting the 
war. In her words, she was "not particularly" talented, and viewed it just as a job. 
She had no thought to changing the world. As she recalls, "All | wanted to do 
was get married and have babies," which she did, in blissful style, with sports- 
writer Trent Frayne. 

It was journalism that generated her social conscience. "As a journalist," she 
says, "you have to investigate ; and get firsthand information, so you tend to know 
what's really going on." : 


Still, there is a gulf strewn with soullessly churned-out newspapers between a 


the journalist who investigates and this journalist who is the agent of so much 
change and good. 
meter friend, the cultural critic, Robert Fulford (who feels she writes beautifully) 
explains her selfless drive as coming "from a spirit of goodness - there is none of 
the anger, so far as L.can see, that often accompanies activism. She also does it 
with a joyful heart. It is not pain and drudgery for her, but a 


“There is none of certain kind of pleasure, which excites positive energy in 


her." 


the anger, SO far Currently, she is at work on causes such as ending child 


poverty and breast cancer awareness. Even in her day-job as 


as I can see, that a freelancer, her ideals are never far behind: she limits herself 


to writing only for publications that give the author "elec- 


Often accompanies tronic rights" of reproduction on the Internet. 


Long before such things as the Internet, political correctness 
” ¢ a A 
m. or the fashionable cause, complex and little-understood 
issues were tackled by June Callwood. 


While much of her colleagues’ output was destined to seem 
quaint, the Callwood byline meant something altogether different. As a young 
journalist at Maclean's and Chatelaine, she showed both flair and vision. Her 
writing and her humanitarian work turned on many of the same themes: chil- 
dren's rights, women’s rights, palliative care and later, AIDS. 


The research she did for her book Emotions inspired her ongoing concern 
with infant development. "The key thing T learned," she told a writer, "is that if 
you treat a baby really well, the baby will turn into a nice person." She elaborat- 
ed eloquently on this simple fact in her keynote speech at last November's Child 
Poverty Summit in Calgary. 

Twelve Weeks in Spring, one of the few things Callwood will admit as an 
accomplishment, is her first-person account of how 60 


people banded together to look after a dying friend rather 
than leave her to the system. Widely acclaimed upon its If you treat a 


release in 1986, it caused a rethinking of the ways society baby really well, 
treats the terminally ill. 


In a Wednesday column which ran on the Globe & the baby will turn 


Mail's second page during the notoriously venal '80s, 

Callwood addressed the issues which most concerned her into a nice person. 
through a combination of personal insights and third-per- 

son stories. Often these read with greater urgency than the 

stories on the front page. 


writer with a cause 
Story by Sabitri Ghosh 


When two conservative-thinking publishers controlled the paper one after the 


other, Callwood was made to feel uncomfortable. Though never asked to leave, 


she endured a "silent hostility" and decided in 1989, "I'd rather go than be this kind 
of phoney." 
She regrets that "the media is increasingly owned by the same set of powerful 
people; there's not much of the adversarial spirit to journalism anymore." 
é versus the politically correct, Callwood made a 
I ms to the Writers’ Union of Canada, urging freedom for journalists to 
function without fear of reprisal from any quarter: 


"The dialogue and universal communication of men 
(and women) is smothered in Canada not by placing 
Writers in frontof firing squads but by forbidding them 
to espouse any cause save their own upward mobility, 
by firing or threatening to fire them if they become 
involved in their communities, by removing them from 
assignments when they grow noisy, by discouraging 
them from being provocative, by failing to provide 
investigators with access to information or time to do 
the job properly, by editorial judgment which decides 
against disturbing stories, by frightening them into self- 
censorship, which is the most widespread and blighting 
form of censorship ... " 


Ironically, parts of the speech were reprinted in the 
Globe & Mail. 


She made the move from constructing sentences to 
hostels and hospices beginning with the Yorkville Digger House for street youth 
in 1967. Her son, Barney, had been bringing home kids with nowhere to go. 
Callwood saw a need, made the right calls, and reports being amazed at how 
easy the process seemed. 


Jessie's Centre for Teenagers, named after her youngest daughter, was found- 
ed in 1982 as a resource centre for teen mothers. Even after all these years, 
Callwood thinks they still get a raw deal. Casey House, the first AIDS hospice in 
the world, is named after her son, Casey. He died in a motorcycle accident aged 
20; and so the special poignancy of the choice of name. 


"It's a running joke - I have two other kids, and so I've got two more places to 
go," says Callwood. In terms of her activism, "My family helps me in this way: 
they love me. So I am totally-safe, and can sashay into dangerous places quite 
unafraid." 


Dangerous places? Callwood is well-known for speaking out about subjects it 
might seem wiser to avoid. 


On the uneven distribution of wealth: "The government should distribute the 
country's resources in a way that a disproportionate amount is given to those who 
are in need. Personally, I'd like to see corporations taxed more heavily, but then 
economists tell us that would drive them out of the country, and that brings up the 
issue of losing jobs. It's a question of balancing our economy. The last thing we 
need, though, is this persecution of people in need." 


She is not averse to the help of influential people in her campaigns. Peter 
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_ so | understand that. But | don't forgive it.’ 


Bronfman helped move Jessie's to a newer building and Nova executive Sheila 
O'Brien became a close friend through their mutual involvement with the Calgary 
Women's Emergency Shelter. O'Brien sees inherent dangers in Callwood's position 
"because she needs to be seen as impartial: she's often had to walk a fine line." 


Perhaps it was only a matter of time, given her stature and outspokenness, that 


zations she helped found - Nellie's, the Toronto women's shelter, and the Writers’ 
Union of cand, - after internal conflicts in which opponents labelled her a racist. 


Of this "terrible time" Callwood says, "it wasn't the accusations of black women 
that I minded - I didn't even know them, couldn't put a face to them, and I knew 
they had not put a face to me - but the (timidity) of my white colleagues to defend 
me. It was a heated time and they would have suffered if they had come forward, 

Sig, Sale none 

Though Callwood may have suffered more than most, ool activism isa per- 
ilous calling in general. "There aren't good role models for working with people 
who are demoralized," she says. She feels part of the problem is with the creaky 
system now in-place. "The hand-out model is demoralizing; turn it around, pro- 
vide support instead." (As an example, she proposes child care support for people 
trying to reenter the workforce.) 


At the end of the day, she finds "the juxtaposition of going from a fancy board- 
room to a place like Jessie's is kind of wonderful - to have a toehold in both 
worlds." 


She leaves the same impression with influential and 
marginalized people alike. "Absolutely charming and 
fearless," says Karen Blase at the Calgary Women's 
Emergency Shelter. 


Sheila O'Brien goes further. "June Callwood is a 
saint," she says. "I've never met anybody whose 
activism comes from such a caring heart. She deploys 
her big reputation with no regard for herself but for 
those who need it most; she always chooses the road 
less travelled and she never chooses the path of least 
resistance. 


"She's my role model in terms of behaviour and knowing her has been one of 
the great privileges of my life." 


Great writer that she is, perhaps the best description of June Callwood was a 
description she wrote herself. Modest as she is, the description is not of her but of 
Princess Diana following her death. 


"The quality in her that millions recognized instinctively," wrote Callwood in 
Maclean's, "was her gritty, whole-hearted struggle to live a valuable life." Firmly 
ensconced in the present, Callwood has managed to make her own struggles seem 
effortless. 


Photo courtesy of the Calgary Herald. 
Front cover photo courtesy of the North York Public Library. 
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Count On Us 


' 28 years in Alberta! 
(9) 
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SAND AND GRAVEL LTD. 
L & T Mix Sand & Gravel Ltd., 2nd Floor, 8020 - 50th St., Leduc, AB T9E 7G3 


Phone (403) 986-6721 After hours (403) 986-1890 


KAPOWN CENTRE 


Rehabilitation & Treatment Centre 


Chemical dependency services directed toward ‘ » 
people 16 years of age and older. M LoFS UD 
« Minimum 6 week residential program. « 4 Sep . 
e Continuous intake. e 24-hour in-patient care. « <u> 
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Kapown Centre Box 40 
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Arico Instruments Ltd. 


“Working for a better tomorrow” 


9241 - 35 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 


T6E 5Y1 process control specialists 
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JOBS 


JUSTICE 


ELEMONATORS 


Will check Your Vehicle 


BEFORE YOU BUY! 


Peformed by a 
licensed 
mechanic on site 
or at our shop 
location, 9609- 
76 Avenue. 


BASIC $29.95 
ELEMONATOR $69.95 
We also provide 
Insurance and out-of- 
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Phone 448-1313 
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| 9562-111 Avenue Edmonton,AB 


ROSE 


A rose with thorns 

on its stem 

that will prick my heart 
until it bleeds. 


The blood that seeps 
into the ground 
to feed the rose 


to make it red. 


by Dolly Yellowbird 


Home 


“Voice beckons me 
and I would return, 
but I am a prisoner of my own 
to the concrete and the hi-rises. 
Twould run away, hide, get away, 
only to end up on the concrete, 
beneath the hi-rises of another city. 


Home | long to live. 

Where my family is. Where love is. 
But too many years have past, 

and I shall know no other life. 


The country I love is so peaceful and quiet. 
Seems like only a dream 

that can come true 

to return to the life | know. 

So many people I've met 

thought they were friends 

and friends they were until reality set in. 


Through alcohol and drugs and women, 
I thought life on the streets was pretty fun. 
But the abuse one does to himself 


Boulevard 
Home 
Hardware 


Come visit the last of the oldtime hardware stores. 


(403) 477-1038 


is hell is life on the streets. 


If | could turn back time, 


| would leave the concrete and hi-rises 
and live a life of happiness and freedom 


at a place called home. 


by A.G. Chief 


Trust of Love 


My psychotic heart 
has no warmth 

for the loveless men 
of this world. 


My wounded mind 


for the cruel men 
of my life. 


My flying soul 
has no time 
to stop 

for the jailers 
of my youth. 


My tense muscles 
have no memory 
of the soft, stroking 
caresses from 

a male God. 


Men, men! 

Where is thy love? 

for a young girl 

like me 

with no memory of integrity. 


by Kasandra Caldwell 


It's all heen going horribly wrong 
with all the ashes 


In France,a man died after crashing his motorbike while scattering his wife's ashes along an autoroute. 
Still more upsetting were events in New Zealand, where an elderly widow blew her life savings on an ash- 
scattering trip to Antarctica. Trouble started when Myra Scarfe, 80, decided to honour her husband's dying 
wish for his ashes to be sprinkled on the Antarctic snows. She duly collected his cremated remains and 
made the requisite travel arrangements, re-mortgaging her house to pay for the $6,000 round trip. During 
the journey she suffered chronic sea sickness, and on arrival she got lost in a blizzard and was chased by a 
polar bear. The ashes were eventually scattered, however, and she returned home "with my heart at 
peace”, only to be informed by an embarrassed crematorium director that what had been scattered wasn't 
her husband at all, but a tin of wallpaper-paste granules which had been inadvertently handed to her in his 
place. “| hope that polar bear eats them and gets sick," said a defiant Mrs Scarfe. 


_-Laughter in the headlines again ~ 
: In Australia, a hospital has opened a laughter ward’ where patients chuckle themselves back to health 


by watching funny videos. In Germany, meanwhile, a man was fined for releasing laughing gas during a 
manic depressives' dinner dance. The man in question was dance organiser Helmut Stahl, 46, of Munich, 
himself a depressive, who'd arranged the event on the fifth birthday of his local Depression Self-Help 
Group. "I know what it's like to be down," explained Mr Stahi, “and thought the gas would cheer peopie 
up." It certainly did that, with guests laughing uproariously as they discussed how unhappy they were, and 
splitting their sides when one man got up on stage and tearfully confessed to being gay. Unfortunately, 
however, things took a turn for the worse when one man stabbed another for laughing about the death of 
his mother, whereupon the police were called and Mr Stahl was arrested. "I told them we were depres- 


A sexy approach to the green thumb 


It's been an interesting week for vegetable growers. According to researchers at Sussex University, 
physical contact with vegetables can make them grow bigger. Such is certainly the case with champion 
French grower Jacques Maillou, 43, of Carcassonne, who regularly produces massive veggies by the simple 
ruse of having sex among them. Mr Maillou discovered the horticultural benefits of sex after a night out 
with wife Angeline. "We were drunk," he recalled, "and ended up bonking in the marrow patch. We didn't 
think anything of it at the time, but the next morning the marrows were definitely bigger." Initially he 
refused to believe the two events were connected, but when a further bout of herbaceous humping 
caused his shallots to balloon he was left in no doubt. He has now taken to having sex three times a week 
in various parts of his garden, increasing it to five times when he's preparing for a competition. "It's not 
fair,” said one rival grower. "I'm a widower and haven't got anybody to make my vegetables bigger with." 


Male stripper shocks audience 


Stripper alert. Disastrous were the experiences of Italian stripper Carlo Pampini, who was attacked by 
a group of old ladies after tormenting them with a giant frankfurter. Mr Pampini, 31, of Naples, was per- 
forming at a hen night when disaster struck. "it was in a private hotel room," recalled the shell-shocked 
saucepot, "and | knew from the outset they were going to be a hard audience. They were older than 
usual, and very serious." Not to be put off, Mr Pampini gamely removed his clothes and wedged a large 
sausage between his buttocks, bending over in front of one woman and urging her to remove the sausage 
with her teeth. This proved too much for his audience, however, who set upon him en masse and beat 
him senseless with their chairs, whereupon it emerged he was actually in the wrong room and that what 
he had taken for a hen party was, in fact, the Catholic Mothers Against Pornography Guild. "It could have 
been worse,” said a recuperating Mr Pampini. "I could have done the whipped cream and electric tooth- 
brush trick." 


Articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London, England's street-sold magazine. 
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A Division of Southam inc. 


9607 - 45 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 
(403) 436-8050, Fax: 436-5042 
E-mail: tff@oanet.com 
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Maybe I can help. 


Chris Axworthy, MP 


I, r COMMUNITY OFFICE 
904E 22nd Street W 
Saskatoon S7M OSI 
Ph: (306) 975-6555 or 1(888) 590-6555 


Services 


Custom Lamination of All Printed Media 
1.5 mil 3 mil 5 mil 10 mil Film 
FOAM CORE *-40” x 60” * PLAQUE A i 
No Minimum Charge 


* Membership 
Cards 


* Children’s Art 
* Newsprint 
* Blueprints 


* Menus 
* Report Covers 
¢ Flip Charts 


Laminating is Our Business / Our Only Business 


Fax 462-0530 8732-61 AVE Edmonton, ag Tee sPs Call 469-7890 


* Maps - Experts in Dissection 
Lamination & Reconstruction 
of Oversize Maps 


METIS CHILD AND FAMILY 
SERVICES SOCIETY 


10437-123 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSN 1N8 
(403) 452-6100 Fax: 452-8944 


(1985) 
LTD. 


CALGARY META 


3415 OGEN ROAD SE 
CALGARY, ALBERTA PHONE (403) 262-4542 
CANADA T2G 4N4 = FAX (403) 262-1114 


“Wishing everyone a happy New Year” 
APEETOGOSAN (METIS) 
DEVELOPMENT INC. 


Providing commercial financing 
& business advisory services for 
Alberta Métis and Non-Status 
Aboriginals. 


12527 - 129 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 1H7 
Phone (403) 452-7951 Fax (403) 454-5997 
Toll Free 1-800-252-7963 
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asandra Caldwell has certainly had her strug- 
k gles while trying to grab the bull by the 

1orns. Close to being a lawyer, working as a 
probation officer, successful in business, now she is 


an Our Voice vendor. Kasandra says: "I just love the 
people that I've come too know on 105 Street and 


Jasper Avenue. I'm proud that} swallowed my. piide 


and sold Our Voice magazine." 


She has been selling the magazine, on and off, 
for over three years. While walking to an Alcoholics 
ome thas in the sy pins of 1994, she 


many of ther were aboriginal, and were ne to 
be selling the paper. Of Metis background herself, 
Kasandra was impressed by the vendors' attitudes 
and went on to begin selling the magazine herself. 


Kasandra has come a long way to get to here. She 
struggled for many years with drinking. "I was des- 
perately lonely when I came upon AA 
through the Alano Club, and I 
could see this was the place 
where I could belong, and 
where I could be respected for 
the way I was, and even loved. 
It's turned out to be true." This 
month marks 18 years of sobriety 
for her and Kasandra gives a lot of 
credit to AA, and she is proud of 
her involvement. 


When she was young Kasandra struggled with 
long-term depression and that led to drinking. 
Behind it all she cites a sad story of sexual abuse. 
Kasandra's torment started when she was very 
young, at the hands of an uncle, and then other 
men in her family. She says she became entrapped 
in vulnerability, and was abused by a total of 15 


Proile 


men. As a teenager she was raped twice, at the age 
of 16 and again at 18. 

A pivotal turning point cane when Kasandra 
decided she had had enough of the overpowering 
victimizers and enrolled in a self-defence program 
sponsored by the YWCA. "It will never happen 
again," she vows. 

Twenty years ago in university Kasandra partially 
finished degrees in English and law. She went on to 
work as a probation officer for a couple of years. "I 
did very well as a probation officer," she says. "But I 
didn't like the way the work developed into more of 
a situation where you saw the client for only five 


(minutes instead of half an hour. | enjoyed helping 


my clients." 


Kasandra was married to a man who was a 
lawyer and used her legal training to work with him 
as an assistant in the law practice. It was a success- 
ful partnership but there was an array of problems 
that evolved. Depression returned 
and there were business and 
money problems, "I'm not sorry | 
divorced him, he was abusive 

emotionally and he lied about 
finances all the time," says 

Kasandra. 


Seventeen years after partially 
completing a law degree, 
Kasandra went back. But it became an endless 
struggle and she failed at the end of her year in law 
school. She felt her life was coming to an abrupt 
halt and she became disoriented and sought help. 


Kasandra was unable to work and applied for 
welfare and began selling Our Voice. It has become 
a part-time job for Kasandra, it's something she can 
do regularly to help provide for herself. 

“Attitude is everything,” she says. “I think my 
life is good. 
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|OUR VOICE VENDOR’ s CODE | 
* | will be sober at all times while working z 


* | will be polite to all members of the public = 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 
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Ithough it singled out artists 
As low income, the art exhibit 
t the Old Strathcona Arts Barn 
held Dec. 18-21 and organized by Raj 
Pannu, the MLA for Edmonton 
Strathcona, was far more than a charity 


show. 


It featured 51 artists, each with his 
Si her individual style, working in 
many different media. The subjects 
were just as varied as the forms and 
materials. They ranged from Barillot’s 
fanciful drawings of flowers and horses 
to works with an obvious message such as 
Almier’s 28 sketches depicting schizophrenia. 
Some of the works were very direct - a moth- 
er and child standing outside a bold sign say- 
ing food bank, for instance, others were 
more subtle, the bright-eyed toddler worked 
in shadow so that his face becomes haunting 
and mysterious. 


Hundreds came out on the Dec. 18 open- 
ing night. The first of the guest speakers they 
heard was Jane Ash Poitras, introduced as 
“one of the most important artists in this 
country.” Another draw was Bill Phipps, the 
sometimes outspoken moderator of the 
United Church of Canada 


Both Poitras and Phipps congratulated the 
artists. Poitras said “the greatest step in the 
artist’s career is to put art on the wall.” She 
also spoke of the importance of family and 
community support. Phipps described the 
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ae 


Art for society's sake 7 


importance 
of artists to 

the community as a 
whole, even suggesting that “the true 
prophets of anv age, mav be the artists.” 
Both also mentioned the relationship 
between art and freedom. As Phipps put it, 
“an artist mustn’t be forced to conform to 
society, but rather should be allowed and 
even encouraged to “shape society to look at 
things differently.” 


Florence Pastoor who coordinated the 
event from her desk in Pannu’s constituency 
office said the response to the show was 
tremendous. Many artists sold works, some 
for even more than their asking price, such 
was the mood of the event. Judging from the 
feedback, she describes the show as very suc- 
cessful, “Hopeful and empowering.” 


by Allison Kydd 


doesn't have to be a lon’ ones": 


j by Alberta Family 
—— RV Fan. Be 


ABOVE LEFT: “STRUGGLE” by Chris Taylor. ABOVE: 
Egyptian themes by Christopher Demes. BELOW: Rt. Rev. 
Bill Phipps who spoke to open the show, and Strathcona 
MLA Raj Pannu who, along with his staff, organized the 
PHOTOS: Keith Wiley 


event. 


...Jjust the right one. 
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Career 6 Enuploynnent Services 


5th Floor, 10010 - 106 Street, Edmonton 


Call to see if you qualify. 


423-2010 


& Social Services, Alberta Advanced Education & Career Development, and private insurance companies. 


